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1 ZIMBABWE TRADE BALANCE BETWEEN 1990-2005 
 

The graph shows Zimbabwe’s Trade Balance between 1990-2005 

 
 

(a) (i) Define the term trade balance.     [2] 

 

  (ii) What is the difference between visible exports and visible imports?[2] 

 

(b) Describe Zimbabwe’s trade balance trend between 1990 and 2005.  [2] 

 

(c) Explain any three methods Zimbabwe can use to reduce its imports. [6] 

 

(d) Discuss any four benefits of international trade.    [8] 
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2 RECESSION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

In 2008 South Africa, Zimbabwe and Botswana were in a period of recession. GDP in 

South Africa and Zimbabwe fell by 0,2% and 3% respectively between January and June. 

The weakest of the three countries was Botswana where output fell by 0,5% between 

April and June.In light of the recession, the South African government encouraged 

consumer spending by introducing a reduction in both income and sales tax. It also 

approved other measures to increase employment opportunities. 

 

(a) Define the terms 

 

(i) GDP         [2] 

 

(ii) Recession        [2] 

 

(b) Classify the taxes introduced by the South African government.  [4] 

 

(c) Why does the article refer to Botswana as the “weakest” economy?  [4] 

 

(d) Discuss any four benefits of increasing employment opportunities in an  

economy.         [8] 
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