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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1

Introduction

This Zimbabwe Indigenous Languages Primary
School syllabus covers Grade 3 - 7 junior school
education. It is a progression from the ECD to
Grade 2 syllabus which provides a basic foundation
for the development of language skills in everyday
life. It is meant to enhance effective communication.
The syllabus is progressive in the scope and
sequence chart. It intends to develop the four main
language skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing as well as other literacy and numeracy skills.
The teaching and learning of visual, manual and
tactile skills is emphasised in order to
accommodate learners with disabilities. This
syllabus is intended for use by both formal and non-
formal learners in the development of individuals
who conform to the norms and values of their
culture (Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu).

1.2 Rationale

The learning of Indigenous Languages develops
the values of Unhu/Ubuntu/NVumunhu. The
understanding of Indigenous Languages and
literature and the ability to apply these in life
nurtures our cultural values, norms, identity and
heritage.

1.3 Summary of Content

The Junior Grade 3 - 7 Indigenous Languages
syllabus focuses on concepts such as registers,
grammar, events, situations, folklore, poetry and
comprehension.

1.4 Assumptions

It is assumed that learners:
@ are able to speak an Indigenous Language

® are motivated to learn the Indigenous
Languages

@ [earn better in their Indigenous Language
® have knowledge of ICT

1.5 Cross-Cutting Themes

Through the teaching and learning of Indigenous
languages in Grade 3 - 7, the following cross-
cutting themes have to be taken into consideration
to foster competency development for further
studies and life:

Gender

Human rights and responsibilities
Children’s rights and responsibilities
Child protection

Sexuality, HIV and AIDS

o

o

o

o

o

@ Heritage studies
® Collaboration

® Disaster risk management
® Environmental issues

® Guidance and counselling
o

Enterprise

2.0 PRESENTATION OF THE
SYLLABUS

The Junior Indigenous Languages syllabus is in the
form of one document, which consists of four main
language skill areas: Listening, Speaking, Reading
and Writing. This syllabus is further divided into sub
topics.

3.0 AIMS

The syllabus aims to enable learners to:

4.1 acquire skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing as well as visual, tactile and manual skills
for different purposes

4.2 communicate effectively in different situations

4.3 develop a life-long reading culture in the Indigenous
Languages for personal, cultural and national
identity
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4.4 acquire skills of critical thinking on prevailing and
emerging cross-cutting issues

4.5 develop creative writing skills

4.6 develop aspects of orature to enhance national
heritage and culture

4.7 use ICT in learning Indigenous Languages

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES

Learners should be able to:

4.1 demonstrate understanding of instructions
4.2 retell folktales

4.3 identify moral lessons from the folktales

4.4 tell stories on emerging and prevailing cross-
cutting themes

4.5 demonstrate understanding of material they read
through answering questions

4.6 debate, dramatise, recite poems and rhymes,
play games, solve puzzles, riddles and answer
quiz questions

4.7 write creative work
4.8 demonstrate effective language usage

4.9 write in an appropriate register to the subject
matter

4.10 write with grammatical accuracy, correct spelling
and appropriate punctuation

4.11 demonstrate the ability to use ICT tools

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME
ALLOCATION

5.1 Methodology

In the teaching of Indigenous Languages at
Junior level the Communicative Approach is

recommended. Participatory, multi-sensory
and learner-centred approaches as well as
principles of individualisation, concreteness,
stimulation, totality and wholeness must be
employed to enhance the suggested methods.
Learners should be exposed to a variety of
methods, among them are the following:

Story telling

Imitation or simulation
Exploration

Research

Project

Games and quizzes

Problem solving

Educational tours/use of immediate
environment

Drama, song, poetry
Demonstration
Group discussion
Debate

Question and answer

Gallery walk

It is advisable that the learner be exposed to
more than one method in a lesson.

5.2 Time allocation

For the successful implementation of this
syllabus, the following time allocation is
recommended:

Grades 3 - 7 should be allocated at least 9
periods of 30 minutes each per week.
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9.0 ASSESSMENT

In the teaching and learning of the Junior Grade 3 - 7 Indigenous Languages, learners should be
continuously assessed in the four main language skills, Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing
including visual, manual and tactile.

The syllabus’ scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements,
accommodations and modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessments to
enable candidates with special needs to access assessments.

(a) Assessment Objectives

By the end of the junior course candidates are expected to:

® retell folktales

® identify moral lessons from the folktales

® tell stories on emerging and prevailing cross-cutting themes

® read a variety of materials

® demonstrate understanding of material they read through answering questions

® debate, dramatise, recite poems/rhymes, play games, solve puzzles and answer quiz
questions

@ write creative work

® write in an appropriate register with grammatical accuracy, correct spelling and appropriate
punctuation
® demonstrate the ability to use ICT tools

Assessment model
The assessment in Indigenous Language has an emphasis on the four main language skills which are:

Listening (receptive), Speaking (expressive), Reading and Writing including visual, manual and tactile
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Assessment of learner performace
in Indigenous Languages

100%

|
v v

Continuous Assessment Summative Assessment
30% 70%
v v v v v v
Proiect Test Essay 20%,
Profili rojects st Oral/Aural MCQ Comprehension 5%
rofiing 10% 10% 50, 40% and summary 5%
Total=30%
Continuous Examination Mark =
Profile Assessment Mark =
30% 70%

[ : |

FINAL MARK INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES

EXIT
PROFILE

100%

LEARNER PROFILE

The learner profile will comprise those aspects that cannot be assessed through the Continuous Assessment
model. The profiling will include soft skills and other aspects. The profile of the learner will be compiled by
the teacher and passed on to the next teacher throughout the junior course. The profile will not contribute to
the final mark at the end of the Grade 7 as shown on the assessment model but will assist to give a full
picture of the learner’s competency.

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT (30%)

Profiling, Tests and Oral/ Aural (Receptive and Expressive) assignments are administered and collated from
Grade Three to Grade Seven. Research projects on culture and heritage are done and assessed from
Grade Five to Seven. All the marks scored from the aforementioned aspects, serve for profiling, will contribute
to the final mark.
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT (70%)

The setting and designing of test items in Indigenous Language is guided and informed by the skills
weighting chart and the specification grid.

Skills weighting chart

Speaking (Expressive) 30%
Listening (Receptive) 20%
Reading 20%
Writing 30%

Description of the Summative assessment structure

The Summative assessment comprises two components as follows:

Paper 1.
1hr 30 minutes (40 marks) 40%

There are 40 multiple-choice questions based on register, aspects of culture, comprehension, language usage &
language structure. Candidates are required to answer all questions.

Paper 2.
1hr 45 minutes (30 marks) 30%

Paper 2 comprises of Section A and B. Section A comprises 5 compositions and candidates are required to choose
one. This section carries 20 marks. Section B is a comprehension and summary. Comprehension and summary carries
5 marks each.
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